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St. John XXIII 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Ministry Office 
 
Dear CRE/Confirmation Participant and family: 
 
We missed you at LIFT (Learning in Faith Together) this week. In order to make up the session 
you missed, please do the following for your grade level and turn it in to your catechist at the 
next class. If you have any questions, contact the Youth Ministry office. 
 
In Christ, 
Maureen 
 
Maureen Rotramel 
Director of Youth Ministry 

 
Our theme for this year is “United in Faith” which comes from Ephesians 4:11-13. As a faith 
community, we have been united in our merger as St. John XXIII parish and now we are united 
in our common learning and meeting space with the building expansion. But ultimately what has 
always united us is our belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as expressed in the Roman 
Catholic Church – our faith! 
 
Just as our individual churches are united yet still retain their individuality, while we are all 
united in faith, we each have our own stories to tell – stories of who we are and stories of our 
faith. All these stories though, once again are united in our larger story of faith which can be 
found in the Bible and is still unfolding in the Church today. 
 
We began our session by looking at different pictures/images. We then each chose an image 
(from about 100) that spoke to us for some reason, that we really liked. Choose an image from 
here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/erbwhhnqa4m8zs2/AADeEu1OakyWXPLXV-
CEtoYaa?dl=0. If there is not one there that you really like, you are welcome to choose one of 
your own or to go to https://pixabay.com. For whatever image you choose, please send a copy 
and answer these questions: 

• Why did you choose that picture? What did you like about it? What aspect of the image 
grabs your attention? 

• Describe your image to someone in words as if someone cannot see it 
• Where might God be in that image? 

 
We then talked about our story of faith. Using those same links as above, what image would you 
use to demonstrate your story of faith? You may have to think creatively, but try your best. 
Again, please include a copy of the image and answer these questions: 

• Why did you choose that picture? 
• How does it tell the story of your faith? 

 
We then moved on to talk about how in the Bible we find the story of our faith as well. We 
invited groups to read three different Scripture passages and discuss how they saw themselves in 
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these stories. Please choose three of the Bible passages below. Look them up, read them; and 
answer the questions next to the citation. 
 
Matthew 26:69-75 Peter’s denial –do you think you would have denied Jesus like Peter did? 
Have you ever denied a friend? A family member? 
 
Luke 15:11-32 Prodigal Son – do you think you could have forgiven the son? Have your parents 
ever forgiven you for something that you worried would be unforgiveable? Have you ever been 
jealous of your brother or sister like the brother in the story? 
 
John 21:15-19 Peter do you love me (Feed my sheep) – Has you ever questioned how much 
someone likes you? Has anyone ever questioned you? How did it make you feel?  
 
John 21:24-29 Doubting Thomas – Do you have doubts about your faith? Do you need physical 
proof before believing something? 
 
Acts 9:1-9 Paul’s conversion – Has there ever been a time when you completely changed your 
mind about something? Have you ever been “knocked down” when you realized you were 
wrong? 
 
Jonah – Have you ever doubted what God wants you to do? Do you wonder why good things 
happen to people you think don’t deserve it? 
 
Numbers 13:18-14:34 Desert wanderings – Have you ever felt like God, or your friends or your 
parents abandoned you? Do you think complaining will solve situations or does it make the other 
person more upset? 
 
Matthew 14:22-32 Jesus walking on the water – Have you ever lost courage in your own abilities 
or lost faith? 
 
Matthew 26:36-45 Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane – Have you ever been distracted during 
an important time when someone needed you? Have you ever asked to be spared of something 
but knew you still had to follow through? 
 
Luke 10:29-37 Good Samaritan – Have you ever been surprised by the compassion of someone 
that you thought was your “enemy”? Have you ever ignored the needs of someone you should 
have helped? 
 
Luke 8:22-25 Jesus Calms the Storm at Sea – Do you think you would have been upset that Jesus 
had fallen asleep? How do you think you would have reacted if you were in the boat with Jesus? 
Have you ever doubted that anything is possible with God? If so, when? 
 
Of the three stories you read, which one comes closest to your own story of faith? How? 
 
Try to find an image that best depicts the story that you read and share it. 
 


