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Dear Confirmation Candidate: 
We missed you at Sunday’s virtual Confirmation session on April 5th . In order to make up the session, 
please answer the questions/complete the activities on a separate sheet of paper and turn them in at 
the next session or in the Youth Ministry office. 
 
What is Church? 
Complete the handout “What is Church?” What images best describe Church for you? Look at the 
presentation “What is the Church? Parish: It’s All Of Us!” To access the presentation, go here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fjcrlt9h7clq3bl/What%20is%20church%20parish.zoom.pptx?dl=0   (You will need to 
open it in Power point or something similar and access the presenter notes.) Answer the following 
questions based on the presentation: 
• How well do these images correspond to how you see the Church?  
• What does this say about our individual roles in the Church? 

 
What/How are we doing as a Parish? 
Based on the presentation “What is Church?” (see below) as to what Canon Law (which is the law of the 
Church) says what a parish should be doing and utilizing various resources (parish websites, 
www.stjohn23rd.org, www.stjohn23rdyouth.org, How well does St. John XXIII parish do in these roles? 
Try to find at least one example of an activity that would fit under each of the 10 categories (for 
example, the first category is promoting the Eucharist. As a parish, we promote the Eucharist by offering 
various Mass times throughout the weekend and even during the week). 
 
Divine Origin and Mission 
Read the article “Divine origin and Mission” (see below) and based on the article and Power point 
presentation, answer one of the following questions: 

o An idea that was new to me 
o A concept that was reinforced for me 
o An insight that challenged my preconceived ideas, what I thought was true before 

 
Palm Sunday Prayer Service 
As a group we prayer together a prayer to connect us to Palm Sunday. See the prayer below and watch 
the videos on the Power Point and answer the questions below: 

• What are some of the high and low moments you have experienced this past year that have 
helped you grow in your faith? 

• Did you recognize the scenes from Jesus’ life in the first video? Which scene stood out for you 
most powerfully and why? 

• What struck you or surprised you from the second video? 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact the Youth Ministry office. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Maureen Rotramel 
Director of Youth Ministry 
	



What	is	Church?	
	
When	You	Think	of	the	Church	.	.	.	
In	the	following	list	are	some	brief	descriptive	phrases	about	the	Church.	They	give	you	a	variety	of	
ideas	about	what	the	Catholic	Church	is.	If	someone	asked	you	to	describe	the	Catholic	Church,	
which	of	these	phrases	would	you	use?	Which	of	these	phrases	best	express	your	understanding	of	
the	Church?	Place	a	check	beside	each	descriptive	phrase	that	you	would	use.	
	
The	Catholic	Church	is	.	.	.	
	
____		a	place	where	we	worship	God	at	Mass	on	Sunday.	
	
____		the	Pope,	bishops,	and	priests.	
	
____		people	who	believe	in	Jesus	Christ	and	do	his	work	in	the	world	today.	
	
____		a	human	organization	that	deals	with	religious	issues.	
	
____		a	sign	to	us	of	Jesus	Christ’s	presence	today.	
	
____		a	group	of	people	who	care	about	and	accept	each	other.	
	
____	a	group	of	people	who	serve	the	needs	of	others	just	as	Jesus	did.	
	
____		a	community	that	proclaims	the	Good	News	of	Jesus.	
	
____	people	teaching	others	what	it	means	to	live	as	Catholics.	
	
____		people	living	their	faith	at	home	with	their	families,	at	school,	and	at	work.	
	
____		people	listening	to	God’s	Word	in	the	Bible.	
	
What	phrases	would	you	add	to	this	list?	Feel	free	to	add	any	phrases	of	your	own	
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Parish: How are we doing in our  parish? 
 
Look at the copies of the bulletins to find specific examples of how we fulfill the mandates as 
set forth by Canon Law. How well do we do? If there are areas where we are lacking, make a 
note of that too! 

 
Promoting the Eucharist as central to the faith and celebrating Mass and all the sacraments, 
especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching the faith to children and adults—through classes, homilies, and other programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promoting the spirit of the Gospel, including its relevance to social justice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encouraging personal prayer, especially in the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Creating community within the parish and reaching out to those who are in need of physical or 
spiritual healing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reaching out to those who are in need—the poor, lonely, and suffering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reaching out to those who are sick and those who are dying.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fostering the growth and strength of the Christian family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Promoting the role of lay people in Christ’s mission. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Helping all Christians to have concern for the parish, diocese, and universal Church and to 
involve themselves in its work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE 
POINT

“Church” is a concept that is very simple but 
also multifaceted; it is indeed a mystery. The 
origins of the word suggest that the Church is a 
gathering of people who have been called 
together for a special purpose. The Church is, 
therefore, “convocation”—an assembly of 
people called together from all the ends of the 
earth. 

If the Church is made up of a gathering of 
people who have been called, then who is 
doing the calling? Jesus Christ, who began the 
Church through his preaching, provided the 
Church her structure through his selection of 
Peter and the other Apostles. He gave the 
Church and her ministers the authority to act in 
his name. So established by Christ, the Church 
was fully revealed with the coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost.

The Church, made up of human beings but 
filled with the Holy Spirit, is one with Christ who 
is one in being with God the Father. Through 
the Church, we come into relationship with the 
Trinity, the three Persons in one God—God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

The relationship between Christ and the 
Church is quite complex. The Church is both a 
visible reality—the people gathered into a 
community and organization, with different 
roles and functions—and a spiritual reality— 
the Body of Christ in the world. Like Jesus, the 
Church is both human and divine. The commu-
nity that is the Church is made up of real 
people and has an identifiable organizational 
structure with people fulfilling various roles 
within that community. The Church is 
• universal—united under the leadership of 

  the Pope and the world’s bishops
• local—in individual parishes and gatherings 
  of believers
• present most fully in the Eucharist—in the 
  assembled worshiping community who 
  celebrate their intimate relationship with 
  Christ through the Eucharist.

Through this very human reality Christ com-
municates truth and grace to everyone.

 The Church is on a mission, the same mis-
sion begun by Jesus. However, here again we 
see the dual nature of the Church. In one 
sense, guided by the Holy Spirit, we can 
proclaim that in Christ Jesus, “Mission accom-
plished!” Through his sacrifice on the cross 
and his Resurrection from the dead, salvation 
has already been achieved. On the other 
hand, the Church has the ongoing mission of 
reconciling people to God as Jesus did. The 
Church works for the Kingdom of God on 
earth as she cooperates in bringing Jesus’ 
mission to completion. In other words, the 
Church is in history but also beyond history. 

 The Church’s visible representation in the 
world has changed over time. But her center, 
Jesus Christ, and the continuing of his mission 
of proclaiming God’s reign, has not changed. 
Guided by the Spirit, the community continues 
to preserve and hand on Christ’s teachings, 
interpreting the “signs of the times”—cultural, 
historical, political, and social situations and 
conditions—in light of Christ’s Gospel, and 
bringing people the Good News of salvation.
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Divine Origin and Mission 

The Church is the assembly of people called to be the Body of Christ— 
a visible, structured human organization that is also a spiritual community 
continuing Christ’s work in the world.



THE PATH OF 
DISCIPLESHIP

LIVING AS A DISCIPLE PERSON OF
FAITH

• Balancing spiritual and physical   Each 
person is created by God and is therefore a 
spiritual and a physical being. One of the 
struggles that we have is balancing these two 
realities, the spiritual and physical. We want 
to be spiritual people, but we also want all 
the pleasures of the world. What is one 
worldly thing that moves you away from a 
spiritual life? How can you make a change? 
What’s one worldly thing that nurtures your 
spiritual life? How can you better connect to 
it?

• Speaking out  The Church continually 
addresses the important issues that face our 
world during these changing times, such as 
nuclear weapons, poverty, homelessness, 
and environmental issues. You can often find 
new Church documents on the Internet or 
through your parish. 

PRAYER: Holy Spirit, continue to lead us 
forward as a Church.     

Discipleship is best lived out in a community of disciples, for the good of the world. Do you know 
all the leaders in your own parish?

• Who is your pastor?  
• Who are the people on staff at the parish? What do they do?  
• Who are the volunteer leaders? What are their responsibilities? 
• What are some of the ways your parish contributes to the world?

If you don’t know the answers to these questions, spend some time finding out. 
 

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844–1889)

Gerard Manley Hopkins was an Englishman 
who became a Catholic as an adult. Shortly 
after that he joined the Jesuits and was 
eventually ordained a priest. As a priest, he 
worked in a parish and as a college profes-
sor. Typhoid fever claimed his life in middle 
age. Though Hopkins continued to write 
poetry throughout his life, most of his poetry 
was not published until after his death. His 
first poem written as a priest was “The Wreck 
of the Deutschland.” This long poem com-
memorated the death of five Franciscan nuns 
in a shipwreck after being exiled from Ger-
many. In his unusual poetry, Hopkins used 
images from nature to express spiritual 
concepts; he saw God at work everywhere. 
His poem “God’s Grandeur” begins: “The 
world is charged with the grandeur of God. It 
will flame out, like shining from shook foil …” 
Another poem, “Pied Beauty,” begins: 
“GLORY be to God for dappled things …” 
and concludes, “He fathers-forth whose 
beauty is past change: Praise him.”
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Palm Sunday Prayer 

Sign of the Cross  
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Leader: Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  

Leader:  Since the beginning of Lent until now, we have been preparing our hearts through 
prayer, fasting, and works of charity, for this celebration of Holy Week.  

Even though we cannot gather with our parish family, today we announce, with the whole 
Church, the beginning of our celebration of the Lord’s Paschal Mystery, that is to say, of his 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection. In order for the Lord to accomplish this great mystery, he had 
to enter his own city of Jerusalem. Therefore, with all faith and devotion, we now 
commemorate the Lord’s entrance into the city of our salvation.  

Leader: And so, let us pray. (observe a moment of silence)  

Loving God, As we begin this Holy Week, we remember your triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
singing your praises and shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David.” You are the one true King, the 
great leader of all, yet, in your love and mercy, you became like us by taking on human form 
and living among us.  

As we celebrate and shout “Hosanna” today, may we remember what will follow soon. Keep us 
faithful in word and deed, and help us love you and one another.  We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.  

Reading  
Leader:  We now listen to the words of the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Reader:  When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately you will find an ass tethered, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them here 
to me. And if anyone should say anything to you, reply, ‘The master has need of them.’  Then he 
will send them at once.” 

This happened so that what had been spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled: Say to 
daughter Zion, “Behold, your king comes to you, meek and riding on an ass, and on a colt, the 
foal of a beast of burden.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had ordered them. They brought 
the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks over them, and he sat upon them. The very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and strewed 
them on the road. 

The crowds preceding him and those following kept crying out and saying: “Hosanna to the Son 



of David; blessed is the he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.” And 
when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?” And the 
crowds replied, “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

The Gospel of the Lord  

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Leader: Like the crowds who welcome Jesus in Jerusalem, we, too, welcome Jesus, the Son of 
David, the King of Israel. Holding our palm branches, we acclaim Christ, the Lord, as we shout 
out, “Hosanna to the Son of David.”  

Palm Sunday celebrates what seems like two completely different stories. It’s a 
commemoration of highs and lows, of exaltation and tragedy. We begin our prayer 
commemorating Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, where he is greeted with shouts of 
praise and everything is joyful. He is hailed as a king, and people wave palm branches to show 
their honor of him. At the Mass on this day, the Gospel is from the Passion of Jesus Christ and 
the events that led up to his crucifixion and death on the cross. It seems so contradictory to 
what we just celebrated. That’s the Paschal Mystery! There is one story, Jesus’s life, death and 
resurrection, which is all connected. The same is true for us. Everything we do is connected 
with Christ – the good times and the difficult times.  

As we begin Holy Week, take a moment to recall the many stories of Jesus from the Gospels. 
What are some of the events from his life that have helped you grow closer to him? Do you 
have a favorite story or saying? Remember that the Jesus you read about in the Gospels is the 
very Jesus who dies and rises again.  

Play video 

Now think about your own life since Holy Week last year. What are some of the high and low 
moments you have experienced this past year that have helped you grow in your faith? You 
may want to share these with your small group, remembering that we are all connected with 
each other through Christ.  

Leader:  As we remember the hardships that Jesus endured for us, we are filled with hope 
because God is with us always, even in difficult moments of our life. Let us therefore call upon 
Him who hears all of our needs.  

Reader:  For the Church: that we may continue the ministry of Jesus by serving with love and 
compassion, those who are poor, marginalized, oppressed and vulnerable, we pray...Lord, hear 
our prayer.  

For nations of our world torn apart by war and violence: that God may raise up leaders who will 
work for lasting peace, we pray...Lord, hear our prayer.  
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For those who have contracted the coronavirus: that God’s healing Spirit will strengthen them 
in their struggle, bring comfort to their loved ones, and restore them to health, we pray...Lord, 
hear our prayer.  

For all of us here on earth, connected to one another through Jesus Christ: that we may seek to 
imitate the humility of Christ and proclaim God’s love to the world in need, we pray...Lord, hear 
our prayer.  

Leader: God of all goodness and compassion, you sent your son, Jesus, to reveal your love for 
the world by his life, death, and resurrection. Remembering that great love, we pray in the 
words your son Jesus taught us to pray: Our Father...  

Watch One Day video 

Leader:  Let us pray.  Almighty, ever-living God, You have given the human race Jesus Christ our 
Savior as a model of humility. He fulfilled your will by taking human flesh and giving his life on 
the cross. Help us to bear witness to you by following his example so that we may have a share 
in his resurrection.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 


