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Dear Confirmation Candidate: 
 
We missed you at Sunday’s Confirmation session. In order to make up the session, please answer 
the questions/complete the activities on a separate sheet of paper and turn them in to the Youth 
Ministry office. 
 
What is Church? 
Complete the handout “What is Church?” What images best describe Church for you? Look at 
the presentation “What is the Church? Parish: It’s All Of Us!” To access the presentation, go to 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jcqcivvco78qvxi/What%20is%20church%20parish.pptx?dl=0 How 
well do these images correspond to how you see the Church? What does this say about our 
individual roles in the Church? 
 
What/How are we doing as a Parish? 
Based on the presentation “What is Church?” (see below) as to what Canon Law (which is the 
law of the Church) says what a parish should be doing and utilizing various resources (parish 
websites, www.stjohn23rd.org, www.stjohn23rdyouth.org, How well does St. John XXIII parish do in 
these roles? Try to find at least one example of an activity that would fit under each of the 10 
categories (for example, the first category is promoting the Eucharist. As a parish, we promote 
the Eucharist by offering various Mass times throughout the weekend and even during the week). 
 
Divine Origin and Mission 
Read the article “Divine origin and Mission” (see below) and based on the article and Power 
point presentation, answer one of the following questions: 

o An idea that was new to me 
o A concept that was reinforced for me 
o An insight that challenged my preconceived ideas, what I thought was true before 

 
What is Church Prayer service 
Pray the enclosed prayer with a family member and answer the following questions: 

o Did you like the prayer? Why or why not? Would you like to learn more about this prayer 
style?  

o Did your family member like the prayer? Why or why not? 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact the Youth Ministry office. 
 
In Christ, 
Maureen 
Maureen Rotramel 
Director of Youth Ministry 
	
	
	
	



What	is	Church?	
	
When	You	Think	of	the	Church	.	.	.	
In	the	following	list	are	some	brief	descriptive	phrases	about	the	Church.	They	give	you	a	variety	of	
ideas	about	what	the	Catholic	Church	is.	If	someone	asked	you	to	describe	the	Catholic	Church,	
which	of	these	phrases	would	you	use?	Which	of	these	phrases	best	express	your	understanding	of	
the	Church?	Place	a	check	beside	each	descriptive	phrase	that	you	would	use.	
	
The	Catholic	Church	is	.	.	.	
	
____		a	place	where	we	worship	God	at	Mass	on	Sunday.	
	
____		the	Pope,	bishops,	and	priests.	
	
____		people	who	believe	in	Jesus	Christ	and	do	his	work	in	the	world	today.	
	
____		a	human	organization	that	deals	with	religious	issues.	
	
____		a	sign	to	us	of	Jesus	Christ’s	presence	today.	
	
____		a	group	of	people	who	care	about	and	accept	each	other.	
	
____	a	group	of	people	who	serve	the	needs	of	others	just	as	Jesus	did.	
	
____		a	community	that	proclaims	the	Good	News	of	Jesus.	
	
____	people	teaching	others	what	it	means	to	live	as	Catholics.	
	
____		people	living	their	faith	at	home	with	their	families,	at	school,	and	at	work.	
	
____		people	listening	to	God’s	Word	in	the	Bible.	
	
What	phrases	would	you	add	to	this	list?	Feel	free	to	add	any	phrases	of	your	own	
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Parish: How are we doing in our  parish? 
 
Look at the copies of the bulletins/parish websites to find specific examples of how we fulfill 
the mandates as set forth by Canon Law. How well do we do? If there are areas where we are 
lacking, make a note of that too! 

 
Promoting the Eucharist as central to the faith and celebrating Mass and all the sacraments, 
especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching the faith to children and adults—through classes, homilies, and other programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promoting the spirit of the Gospel, including its relevance to social justice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encouraging personal prayer, especially in the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Creating community within the parish and reaching out to those who are in need of physical or 
spiritual healing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reaching out to those who are in need—the poor, lonely, and suffering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reaching out to those who are sick and those who are dying.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fostering the growth and strength of the Christian family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Promoting the role of lay people in Christ’s mission. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Helping all Christians to have concern for the parish, diocese, and universal Church and to 
involve themselves in its work.  
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Gather 
 When Jesus walked the earth, he chose Apostles and disciples to help him proclaim God’s 

word, heal and care for people, serve those in need, and teach people how to live as his 
followers, how to pray, and how to worship God. Jesus calls us to help him do these same 
things today. He calls us to use our special gifts, talents, and abilities. I invite you now to 
show your willingness to join with the entire Church in continuing Jesus’ mission. 

1 Corinthians 12:12–27 
Reader 1: For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

Reader 2: Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot were to say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body.  
Reader 3: And if the ear were to say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  

Reader 4: But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If 
all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one 
body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I 
have no need of you.”  

Reader 5: On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and 
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 
members do not need this.  

Reader 6: But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for 
one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together with it.  

Reader 7: Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then 
gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.  
Reader 8: Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all 
possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 
And I will show you a still more excellent way.  

 

“What is Church?” Prayer Service 

 



Respond	
For all those who work for justice and serve the needs of the poor and vulnerable . . . 
Respond: Lord, bless our efforts to continue your mission.  

For all those who lead the community in prayer and the celebration of the sacraments . . . 
Respond: Lord, bless our efforts to continue your mission.  

For all those who return people to health and wholeness, care for the sick, and comfort the 
dying…. 

Respond: Lord, bless our efforts to continue your mission.  
For all those who proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and invite people into a loving 
relationship with the Lord . . . 
Respond: Lord, bless our efforts to continue your mission.  

For all those who teach the Catholic faith and guide people in living the Catholic way of life . . . 
Respond: Lord, bless our efforts to continue your mission.  

For all those who welcome us into the parish community, make us feel at home, and share their 
faith with us . . . 

Respond: Lord, bless our efforts to continue your mission.  

Go	Forth	(Please	stand)	
Lord Jesus, help us to recognize that we are members of your Body, 
teach us how to respect the unique gifts each of us has,  
teach us how to care for each other, 
teach us how to rely upon each other for support, 
teach us how to work together as members of your Body. 
Amen.  
 
In June of 2014, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee participated in a Synod in which representatives 
from every parish in the Archdiocese gathered to discuss the future of the Archdiocese. As part 
of the prayer, we watched a video based on the synod entitled “Called and Sent”. You can view 
the video here: http://youtu.be/1cj18YmNPA8  


