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Dear student, 
 
We missed you at CRE on Monday.  We continued to explore our faith by first praying an Advent prayer with the 
theme of joy. We then looked at the story of the Nativity and the role that angels play in our faith. To make sure 
you don’t miss out on anything we covered, please make sure you do the following and reflect on the questions 
enclosed. It would also be helpful to pray the prayer and answer the reflection questions that go with it as well.  
 
Please turn in both to your small group leader or the Youth Ministry office. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact the Youth Ministry office. 
 
Advent prayer 
To access the prayer we used, see below and answer the following questions: 

• Did you like this form of prayer? Why or why not? 
• What do you think is the value in praying this way?  
• Where do you find joy in your life? 

 
The Nativity Story 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 2:1-20 and answer the following questions: 

• How are Matthew and Luke’s version of the Nativity of Jesus similar? How are they different? 
• Why do you think we have two different versions of the Nativity? Which one do you like better and 

why? 
• What is so significant about the birth of Jesus? How is his birth any different from the birth of other 

children? (What role did his birth have in our faith?) 
 
Angels 
As you read in the Nativity stories, angels played a significant role. Angels continue to play a significant role in 
our own lives and in our faith. Read about the angels in the Youcat (Numbers 54 & 55 on page 42. If you cannot 
find your copy of the Youcat, you can look in the Catechism on the Catholic Church found here: 
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c1p5.htm) Answer the following questions 
based on the reading: 

• What is one new thing or something that surprised you to learn about angels? 
• What is a guardian angel? How does it make you feel to know you have a guardian angel? Have you ever 

felt the presence of your guardian angel? If so, how? 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Maureen Rotramel 
Director of Youth Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 



Advent prayer week 3: Joy 
 
Read Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
 
Watch the video on “Joy” found here: https://youtu.be/rdAVKl-xLxA  
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
This third week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth has the power to bring us great 
joy this Christmas season. Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our life, in our world, or the people 
that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give or the gifts we find under the tree. No earthly thing can 
ever give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy that flooded the hearts of the shepherds, the 
angels, the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy that still has the power to overwhelm 
our hearts with rejoicing.  

Those who gathered around the new baby were blessed because they believed that you had fulfilled your 
promises. Mary and Joseph believed and were able to feel the joy of holding baby Jesus in their arms. The 
shepherds and wise men believed the angels and the signs and experienced the great gladness of worshipping 
their Messiah. 

Those who knew him and recognized him were overjoyed at the coming of Jesus. They saw the prophesies 
fulfilled and their fear was replaced with happiness as they gazed on the face of the one who would be their 
Savior. They trusted in your promises and their hearts were filled with gladness as they watched your loving-
kindness manifested in the face of a tiny baby in a lowly manger.  

Father, you offer that same joy to us now if we know you and recognize Jesus as our Savior and Lord. You gave 
us a reason to celebrate when you gave us the unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ. You came to dwell among us. 
You went to Calvary’s cross for us. You overcame death and rose from the dead for us. You forgive our sin and 
give us eternal life when we believe in you.  

Our joy doesn’t come from our jobs, our schools, our family, our relationships, our finances, or our success. Our 
joy doesn’t come from what we have on earth or who we are with. Our joy is a gift. It is the gift that you gave us 
that first Christmas in Jesus Christ. Our joy is encompassed in our Savior, King Jesus. Flood our heart with joy this 
Advent season as we reflect on the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

In Jesus’ precious name we pray. 

 


