
	

St. John XXIII Youth Ministry 
1802 N Wisconsin, Port Washington, WI 53074 

www.stjohn23rdyouth.org      262-284-2102     

	
	
	
	
Dear student, 
 
We missed you at CRE on Monday.  We continued to explore our faith by first praying an Advent prayer with the 
theme of joy. We then looked closer at what it means to have faith by viewing the Alpha for Youth series 
episode “Faith: How Can I Have Faith?” To make sure you don’t miss out on anything we covered, please make 
sure you watch the video and reflect on the questions enclosed. It would also be helpful to pray the prayer and 
answer the reflection questions that go with it as well.  
 
Please turn in both to your small group leader or the Youth Ministry office. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact the Youth Ministry office. 
 
The link to the video we viewed tonight can be found on YouTube at: https://youtu.be/hXvj8K5qWvk 
 
Please answer the following reflection questions: 

• What kind of club would you start or join?  
o When you’re retired what do you think your hobbies will be?  
o What hobbies have you had over the years? 

• What do you think about Christianity being described in terms of a relationship with God?  
o What are some qualities or characteristics of a good relationship? 
o How would a relationship with God be different from a relationship with someone else?  

• If this pool represents a relationship with God, which character do you identify with the most? See the 
picture of the characters at the pool on the next page 

o What is it about that character that stands out to you the most? 
o If you could add another character to represent yourself, what would it be like?  

• What stood out to you from this episode?  
• Jason said, “The one who knows you the best, is the one who loves you the most.” What do you think 

about that statement? Or how do you feel about it?  
• What are some obstacles that might prevent you from having a relationship with God?  
• After four sessions of Alpha what are the big questions on your mind? What are you hoping might come 

up in future weeks?  
• What does the idea ‘a step of faith’ mean to you? What does that have to do with Christianity?  

 
To access the prayer we used, see below and answer the following questions: 

• Did you like this form of prayer? Why or why not? 
• What do you think is the value in praying this way?  
• Where do you find joy? 

 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Maureen Rotramel 
Director of Youth Ministry 
 
 





Advent prayer week 3: Joy 
 
Read Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
 
Watch the video on “Joy” found here: https://youtu.be/rdAVKl-xLxA  
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
This third week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth has the power to bring us great 
joy this Christmas season. Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our life, in our world, or the people 
that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give or the gifts we find under the tree. No earthly thing can 
ever give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy that flooded the hearts of the shepherds, the 
angels, the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy that still has the power to overwhelm 
our hearts with rejoicing.  

Those who gathered around the new baby were blessed because they believed that you had fulfilled your 
promises. Mary and Joseph believed and were able to feel the joy of holding baby Jesus in their arms. The 
shepherds and wise men believed the angels and the signs and experienced the great gladness of worshipping 
their Messiah. 

Those who knew him and recognized him were overjoyed at the coming of Jesus. They saw the prophesies 
fulfilled and their fear was replaced with happiness as they gazed on the face of the one who would be their 
Savior. They trusted in your promises and their hearts were filled with gladness as they watched your loving-
kindness manifested in the face of a tiny baby in a lowly manger.  

Father, you offer that same joy to us now if we know you and recognize Jesus as our Savior and Lord. You gave 
us a reason to celebrate when you gave us the unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ. You came to dwell among us. 
You went to Calvary’s cross for us. You overcame death and rose from the dead for us. You forgive our sin and 
give us eternal life when we believe in you.  

Our joy doesn’t come from our jobs, our schools, our family, our relationships, our finances, or our success. Our 
joy doesn’t come from what we have on earth or who we are with. Our joy is a gift. It is the gift that you gave us 
that first Christmas in Jesus Christ. Our joy is encompassed in our Savior, King Jesus. Flood our heart with joy this 
Advent season as we reflect on the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

In Jesus’ precious name we pray. 

 


